The study assessed the perceived improvement strategies for extension teaching methods, among cassava farmers in Edo state, Nigeria. Data collected from one hundred and fifty (150) cassava farmers through a multi stage sampling procedure by use of questionnaire were analyzed using frequency count. Percentage and correlation was used to determine relationship between variables. The findings showed male (56.0%) dominance and meetings (89.3%) were the most preferred source for receiving proven technologies information. All of the respondents suggested improvement in farm and home visits: by regular visits at least once in two (02) weeks; and visit rotated amongst various home/ farms. There is no relationship between the socio economic characteristics of farmers and their adoption of proven technology. The findings show that meetings were the most used channels for information dissemination (89.3%). Consequently, extension visits to the farmers should be sustained after a seemingly success of technology adoption, as this will help to reinforce the message and enhance the accuracy of implementation of the technology packages.
INTRODUCTION
Cassava is amajor source of calories for roughly two out of every five Africans. Cassava production in Nigeria is increasing speedily because of the prospect or opportunities associated with its production and marketing. Cassava is amenable to agronomic practices and has a high yield potential. Under good soil and climatic condition, it can perform better than other crops. Apart from its high productivity and calorific content, cassava has other relevant advantages such as being season bound and its ability to store well in soil for several months (Alabi and Oviasogie, 2005) . Presently in Nigeria, Cassava production is in the hands of small holder farmers on marginal and sub marginal land in the humid and sub humid tropics (Food and Agriculture Organisation-FAO) and international fund for agriculture development (FAO and IFAD, 2001) . This implies that the production of the crop is still, on subsistence level as larger proportion of the cassava produced in the country is consumed locally. This situation could be attributed to low utilization of proven agricultural technologies; a situation that rises questions on cassava farmers' access to technologies. Development and production of relevant and appropriate technologies is one of the pre-requisite for sustainable agriculture. Others according to Agwu and Adeniran (2009) include dissemination of these technologies as well as their eventual adoption and practical use by the farmers. According to Ekumankama (2000) sustainable agricultural development will continue to elude Nigeria unless appropriate innovations are effectively communicated to the farming population. Yahaha and Olajide (2000) noted that dif-A null hypothesis was set that there is no significant relationship between information sources used by farmers and their adoption of cassava technologies.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The study was carried out in Edo state. Edo state is an inland state in South South Nigeria, located in the tropical rain forest zone. The state covers an area of 17,802km 2. The study was centered in three local government areas of the state: Owan west, Esan central and IkpobaOkhalocal government areas, where cassava production is prominent. The state has three (3) agricultural zones: North, Central and South zones. A multi stage sampling procedure was used in selecting respondents for the study. The first stage was the random selection of one local government from each of the three(3) agricultural zone, the second stage was the selection of five (5) villages from each local government area making a total of fifteen (15) villages and the third stage was to select 10 non-contact farmers from each village making a total of 10 farmers per village, making a total of 150 farmers who were randomly selected. The data for the study were collected using a well structured questionnaire, and complement by interview schedule. Data were analyzed using frequency counts, percentages and correlation for hypothesis testing.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Socio Economic Characteristics of the Respondents
The results showed that majority (78.7%) of the respondents were between 50 and 59 years old, with a mean age of 55 years. The findings indicate that most of the respondents are elderly and therefore have a good knowledge of extension teaching methods, communication channels and cassava technology adoption. This finding is similar to African Networks for 127 fusion and adoption of innovations remains the back bone of the expected development in agriculture. The goal of communication through extension teaching is the acceptance of information (the sender message) by the receiver. If the receiver understands the meaning of a message that asks for action, but fails to act, the goal of communication is not achieved. Hence successful communication to a greater extent depends on the receiver. In agriculture, a lot of resources are needed to communicate proven technologies to farmers through extension teaching methods. The particular channel for use is majorly determined by extension agents as Benor and Baxter (1984) had noted that without extension guidance, farmers often are unable fully to exploit the opportunities available to them. The use of right extension teaching method and communication channels is important in effective information dissemination, if the receiver must make a meaning out of the message received. Beyond putting the right teaching method and to use, the users or receivers perception of the source of information and method of knowledge transfer is very important. The receiver's attitude to the message can be dependent on his/her perception about the channel or method. The form in which proven technology information reach farmer can be related to their acceptance and perceived functionality of extension teaching methods through which information is received. Farmers' adoption and continuous adoption of technologies and practice through any particular methods call for their perceived improvement strategies of such methods that make it useable for proven agricultural information sourcing. This study was therefore carried out to access perceived improvement strategy for extension teaching methods among cassava farmers in Edo state Nigeria. Specific objectives were to: examine the socio economic characteristics of the farmers; identify respondents information sources and cassava technologies adopted; determine respondents perceived improvement strategies for extension teaching methods .
Environment and Economic Justice, ANEEJ (2004) that farmers in Nigeria are mostly above 50 years. The results also showed that majority (96.00%) of the farmers were married. This status implies that they have family members to cater for, so they are likely to desire more information towards increasing their income earning capacity through cassava farming. This might ultimately improve their standard of living, a fact that may suggest a high degree of level headedness and a great capacity for sound rational decisions among the farmers. This factor is likely to encourage the sustainability of adoption decisions. Ejembi et al. 2006) , 61.4% had secondary education. This means respondents are literate taking the baseline of literacy to be primary education, an indication that they had the capacity and the ability to receive and utilize agricultural information, if appropriate extension teaching methods and communication channels are in place. The modal farming experience was between 11 to 15 years and this formed the greater proportion (69.3%). According to Igben (1988) , a long farming experience is an advantage for respondents' preference for extension teaching method and communication channels and for increase farm productivity. A long farming experience aids increased farm productivity, in that it encourages rapid adoption of new farm practices and improves specialization. Also, 66.67% had between 5 and 7 persons in their household. This finding implies that farmers do not cultivate crops only to maximize profit, but also to provide food for their family consumption. The modal household size is large enough an indication that respondents use technologies appropriately communicated for improved production for family upkeep. From the table 1, we see that majority (70.7%) of the farmers had up to between 2 and 3ha of cassava farms. This result shows that the study area comprises of small-scale farmers. The size of farm cultivated by farmer is a function of production pressure, family size, labour availability, financial background and experience and experience of farmer (Imonikhe, 2004) . All (100%)of the respondents were full time farmers. This implies that farming is their sole occupation, thus they would be highly receptive to adopt technology, if adequately and indication that respondents use technologies appropriately communicated for improved production for family upkeep. From the table 1, we see that majority (70.7%) of the farmers had up to between 2 and 3ha of cassava farms. This result shows that the study area comprises of small-scale farmers. The size of farm cultivated by farmer is a function of production pressure, family size, labour availability, financial background and experience and experience of farmer (Imonikhe, 2004) . All (100%)of the respondents were full time farmers. This implies that farming is their sole occupation, thus they would be highly receptive to adopt technology, if adequately and for getting loan. The table also showed that 54.7% of the cassava farmers were involved in production, 20% were involved in processing of cassava 24% are into marketing of the product. This implies that they are likely more inclined to receiving information and adopt technology on production farming practices, and could be a reflection of membership of cooperative societies. Under individual method, Farm and home visits(70.7%) had the highest response. This showed that most farmers receive their farm information through interpersonal methods. An indication that interpersonal methods were most frequent methods used by the extension agents in disseminating agricultural information to farmers, probably because of the possibilities of immediate feedback and multiplier effects of these methods. Farmers majorly obtain information from only 2 channels under group teaching method; group discussion (77.33%) and meetings (89.33%). This result could be expected as the respondents (Table 1) are co-operators and cooperative society's uses group discussion and meetings in reaching members with information. Table  2 showed that farmers do not make use of any channel under the mass method (internet, poster, campaign/exhibition). This could be attributed to the fact that respondents may not be disposed to the skills required for operation; also it is an indication that mass method is not commonly used for agricultural information dissemination in the study area. The lack of interest in the use of newspaper, posters, bulletins, television, radio, leaflets/ pamphlets by the farmers is as a result of the fact that they are already exposed to home visits, group discussion and demonstration.
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Cassava information sources used by farmers From the table 4, all (100.00%) of the respondents suggested that "home and farm visits should be regular at least once in two weeks", and "visits should be rotated amongst various homes/farms". This is an indication that farmers and farm families desire greater level of intimacy with extension agents to discuss better, common and private interest without distraction and interruption. Also, all (100%) of the respondents suggested that "demonstrations should be very practical and farmers should be involved in it", "Farmers should be reminded of meeting schedule beforehand", "meetings should be regular, at least once in two weeks." This implies a high interest in the improvement and sustenance of demonstrations, it indicates a high level of group appeal, compactibility with prevailing post socio-cultural values and beliefs and complexity in relation to perceived relative difficulty to use and understand. This result agrees with Adeboyoet al (2003) that compactibilty and complexity of message enhances acceptability of by target audience. Meetings also recorded 100.0% response in reminder of meeting schedule in advance, regularly at least every two weeks. Table 5 shows the correlation between extension teaching method and communication channels used by respondent and the adoption of cassava technology. The result shows that ten of the channels have a significant influence on adoption. Home/farm visits: The table reveals that the correlation between home/farm visits and adoption is 0.521 which is positive. The positive result implies that, the more information received through this channel, the more the farmers are likely to adopt or apply the information. This suggests that, farmers rely on or trust information received via this channel. Demonstration: The table showed that the correlation between demonstration and adoption is 0.810 which is positive. The positive result implies that, the more information received through this channel, the more the farmers are likely to adopt or apply the information. This suggests that, farmers rely on or The positive correlation, is an indication that the more respondents are exposed to these for proven farm innovation and practices the more they are likely to adopt or apply the information. The negative sign for television means that the more respondent are exposed to farm practices information on television, the less they will adopt such innovations, an indication that cassava farmers in the study area are not disposed in this regard 
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